Page 12

The Baptist Pillar

Mar./Apr. 2001

THE BIBLE

The face of my Lord | discover
Whenever | open the Book.

When childhood needs a leader
Or youth a beacon light,
And when sorrow cries for comfort
And weakness cries for might,
Bring forth the Holy Bible.

The Bible, there it stands,
Resolving all of life's problems
And meeting its demands.
Though sophistry conceals it
The Bible-there it stands.
Though Pharisees profane it,
Its influence expands.

It fills our life with fragrance
And brightens all our days.
It lifts our eyes toward Heaven
And gives Him all the praise.

Heed the glad tidings,

The warnings and chidings
Found in this volume of Heavenly store
With faith that's prevailing,

And love that's unfailing,

Trust in its promises for life evermore.

Therefore, think of it carefully;
Study it prayerfully.
Deep in thine heart let its oracles dwell.
Ponder its mystery,
Slight not its history.
None can e'er love it too fondly or well.

As for God, his way is perfect;
the word of the LORD is tried:
he is a buckler to all them that trust in him.
2 Samuel 22:31

“non Ourn E-THadl

January 29, 2001

. Thank you for pub-
lishing the good article on
Predestination by Richard
Fuller. I had read it before,
but counted it well worthy
of reading again in your
publication. I too, consider
it one of the best articles in
print on the subjects of
Predestination and Free
Moral Agency...

Thanks again for the
choice of an edifying arti-
cle....

FLK

February 11, 2001
...Please put me on your
list to receive the "Baptist
Pillar", T will be happy to
send payment to cover the
cost of postage....
Thank you very much.
R.P.

February 13, 2001

Thank you very much
for your excellent web
site. 1 enjoyed reading
your many articles on it -
especially your defence of
the KJV.

... Thanks again and God
Bless you and your minis-
try!

F.K

February 20, 2001
I wanted to write you
and thank you for the great

work you are doing with
your paper and web page. [
rejoice in seeing your

timely articles.
The Lord bless you as
you continue to serve Him,
Bro. B.

March 04, 2001
I love your website, The

Baptist  Pillar. ...Thank
goodness for the internet.
... God bless you!

B.

March 08, 2001

Hello from an ex-
Quebecer...!

Just looking over your
site, and saw this in your
FAC:

"We always take seri-
ously any mail we get tell-
ing us we are wrong,
whether factually, histori-
cally, doctrinally, or that
we have stepped beyond
the bounds of truth." Well,
I want to add my two cents
worth: You are right, right,
right. An excellent web-
site, with sound and well-
written articles. I have
bookmarked it for future
study.

...I am very pleased in-
deed to see a few like-
minded churches in Can-
ada, although there aren't
nearly enough of them!

CK.
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TEN REASONS WHY I BELIEVE THE
BIBLE IS THE WORD OF GOD

This young preacher lived in the 1800’s,
back when translations were not an issue.
The Bible he speaks about is the King James
Version. When he sought the Lord to find out
if this Bible, (K.J.V.), was God’s Word or
not, God showed him it was. The new
translations cannot pass the test of these ten
reasons.

“Search the scriptures; for in them ye
think ye have eternal life; and they are they
which testify of me.” (John 5:39)

I was brought up to believe that the Bible
was the Word of God. In early life I
accepted it as such upon the authority of my
parents, and never gave the question any
serious thought. But later in life my faith in
the Bible was utterly shattered through the
influence of the writings of a very
celebrated, scholarly and brilliant sceptic. 1
found myself face to face with the question,
Why do you believe the Bible is the Word of
God?

I had no satisfactory answer. I determined
to go to the bottom of this question. If
satisfactory proof could not be found that the
Bible was God’s Word I would give the
whole thing up, cost what it might. If
satisfactory proof could be found that the
Bible was God’s Word I would take my

stand upon it, cost what it might. I doubtless
had many friends who could have answered
the question satisfactorily, but I was
unwilling to confide to them the struggle
that was going on in my own heart; so |
sought help from God and from books, and
after much painful study and thought came
out of the darkness of skepticism into the
broad daylight of faith and certainty that the
Bible from beginning to end is God’s Word.
The following pages are largely the outcome
of that experience of conflict and final
victory. 1 will give Ten Reasons why I
believe the Bible is the Word of God.

First, on the Ground of the
Testimony of Jesus Christ.

Many people accept the authority of Christ
who do not accept that of the Bible as
whole. We all must accept His authority. He
is accredited to us by five Divine testi-
monies: by the testimony of the Divine life
He lived; by the testimony of the Divine
words He spoke; by the testimony of the
Divine works He wrought; by the Divine
attestation of the resurrection from the dead;
and by the testimony of His Divine influence

(10 Reason Why continued on page 4)
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Forget Not The Past

Taken from the book entitled, The Roman Index of

Forbidden Books, by Francis S. Bottom S. J., 1920.

Editor’s Note: Most think the Roman Church is chang-
ing but in reality she has not, she is still up to her das-
tardly deeds. She says she is changing but only on the
surface, her rules remain the same.

According to the theologians, the reading of a forbid-

the approbation of the bishop of the place where the
work is to be published, or of some higher authority,
which is to be printed in the beginning or at the end of
the work and must be renewed for every new edition.

a. Books on theology, Church history, canon law,
natural theology and ethics, and all editions of the Bible
or parts of it in any language.

b. Books and pamphlets of devotion, religious instruc-
tion, and practical and mysterious piety.

c. Books, pamphlets and leaflets, printed or repro-
duced in any other way, which relate apparitions, vi-
sions, revelations, miracles, etc. not yet passed on by the
Church; the plea that they are destined for private circu-

den book, or part of it, is a mortal sin. The selection of lation does not exempt these publications.

the books on which our souls feed is a matter of no small
importance. True, the Church is the kindest of mothers;

d. Books, pamphlets and leaflets, which give cata-
logues of indulgences or new grants of them; also all

but she is also the wisest. To direct the consciences of writings which treat of subjects that are evidently of un-
her children and to “to restrain them from the reading of usual importance for faith or morals at the time being.

bad books as from a deadly poison,” is the great object
of her legislation. Under the leadership of a mastermind
like that of Leo XIII, the Roman authorities have labored
for years in formulating the present ecclesiastical laws
about books. These laws are the voice of the supreme
pastor, the successor of St. Peter. Let us not spurn it like
the heathen and the publican.

On page 55; Section 11 under, “A summary of the
Forbidden Books,” we read Rule 10:

Rule 10. The following classes of publications require

Without ecclesiastical approbation the publications
mentioned under b and ¢ as well as all Bible editions in
the vernacular are forbidden, though they may have been
issued by the most pious and learned men. The failure to
obtain the approbation for the rest that fall under rule 10
would be a sin for the author (and publisher), but the
works themselves would not be forbidden, provided they
are not, on account of their contents, proscribed by other
rules.

An author who is a member of a religious order must
add the permission of his “praelatus” to the approbation
of the bishop. O

A General Display of the BURNING of the MARTYRS in SMITHFIELD; AROUND THE BORDER OF WHICH
ARE EXBITIED, Several of the Instruments of Torture, made Use of by their cruel Persecutors.
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(10 Reasons Why continued from page 9)

prove that the Bible is God’s Word. Christ says, “My
sheep know my voice,” and God’s children know His
voice, and I know that the voice that speaks to me
from the pages of that Book is the voice of my Father.
You will sometimes meet a pious old lady, who tells
you that she knows that the Bible is God’s Word, and
when you ask her for a reason for believing that it is
God’s word she can give you none. She simply says:

“I know it is God’s Word.”

You say: “That is mere superstition.”

Not at all. She is one of Christ’s sheep, and recog-
nizes her Shepherd’s voice from every other voice.
She is one of God’s children, and knows the voice
which speaks to her from the Bible is the voice of God.
She is above argument.

Some time ago, when I was speaking to our students
upon how to deal with sceptics, there was in the audi-
ence a graduate of a British University who had fallen
into utter skepticism. At the close of the lecture he
came to me and said:

“I don’t wish to be discourteous, sir, but my experi-
ence contradicts everything you have said.”

I asked him if he had followed the course of action
that I had suggested and not found light. He said that
he had. Stepping into another room I had a pledge
written out running somewhat as follows:

“I believe there is an absolute difference between
right and wrong, and I hereby take my stand upon the
right, to follow it wherever it carries me. I promise
earnestly to endeavor to find out what the truth is, and
if T ever find that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, I
promise to accept Him as my Saviour and confess Him
before the world.”

I handed the paper to the gentleman and asked him if
he was willing to sign it. He answered, “Certainly,”
and did sign it. I said to him:

“You don’t know there is not a God, and you don’t
know that God doesn’t answer prayer. I know He does,
but my knowledge cannot avail for you, but here is a
possible clew to knowledge. Now you have promised
to search earnestly for the truth, so you will follow this
possible clue. I want you to offer a prayer like this:
‘Oh, God, if there be any God, and thou dost answer
prayer, show me whether Jesus Christ is thy Son, and
if you show me He is, I will accept Him as my Saviour
and confess Him before the world.””

This he agreed to do. I further requested that he
would take the Gospel of John and read in it every day,
reading only a few verses at a time slowly and
thoughtfully, every time before he read asking God to
give him light. This he also agreed to do, but he

finished by saying, “There is nothing in it.” However, at
the end of a short time, I met him again, and he said to
me, “There is something in that.” T replied, “I knew
that.”

A short time ago I met this gentleman again, and he
said to me that he could not understand how he had been
so blind, how he had ever listened to the reasoning
which he had; that it seemed to him utterly foolish now.
I replied that the Bible would explain this to him, that
the “...natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit
of God,” but that now he had put himself into the right
attitude towards God and His truth, everything had been
made plain. That man, who assured me that he was “a
very peculiar man,” and that methods the influenced
others would not influence him, by putting himself into
the right attitude towards God, got to a place where he
received the direct testimony of the Holy Ghost that this
Bible is God’s Word; and any one else can do the same.

Note: This article is available in tract form. Just write
and ask for it.

——

Editor's ote

In The Baptist Pillar we use articles taken from
many different publications and written by many
different authors. Please realize that this does not
necessarily mean we agree with the doctrinal
position of the publication or the author of the
article, but that the particular article presents a
scriptural truth we do agree with.

If you would like to receive The Baptist Pillar,
please write and request one. Also, feel free to copy it
and hand it out.

The Baptist Pillar now has its own domain name.

You can find it at: www.baptistpillar.com
E-mail us at: baptistpillar@baptistpillar.com

——

The Baptist Pillar was original started to help
and encourage Canadian Baptists and since
then has a growing U.S. mailing list. It has al-
ways been free periodical and will continue
to be. If you can help us financially with the
mailing costs it would greatly be appreci-
ated.
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SHOCKER! BIBLE SCHOLAR
LOSES VOICE ON THE
JOHN ANKERBERG TV SHOW

By Texe Marrs

You can call it pure justice, a sign from God, or
whatever you want, but eyebrows were sure raised
recently during the tapings for Christian TV's The
John Ankerberg Show. Ankerberg, a bitter opponent of
the King James Bible, had wanted to do a series of TV
programs in which the heads of the new version trans-
lation committees — the NIV, RSV, NASV, NKIJV,
etc.— would debate King James Bible advocates.

Afraid that the King James people would get the up-
per hand and win the debate, Ankerberg attempted to
"stack the deck." He invited five new version scholars
but only three King James advocates. Since Ankerberg
is himself a fervent promoter of the NIV and other
false versions, that made the odds six fo three. But the
three, King James men — Dr. Joseph Chambers, Dr.
Samuel Gipp, and Dr. Thomas Strouse, weren’t de-
terred by the odds. They accepted John Ankerberg's
invitation anyway so that they could get out their vital
and important message — that the King James Bible
is the only trustworthy, accurate, scholarly, and
whole Bible available in the world!

The John Ankerberg programs are taped in advance
in Chattanooga, Tennessee, and then shown later to a
national TV audience. For the Bible version debate,
eight shows were taped. However, on one of these
shows, Ankerberg and the new Bible version people
were forced to call an abrupt halt right in the midst of
the taping.

It happened when Ankerberg asked Dr. Don Wilkins,
of the New American Standard Version translation
committee, a key question. Is it true, asked Ankerberg,
as Gail Riplinger reported in her best-selling book,
New Age Bible Versions, that a number of the scholars
who worked on the new translation committees lost
their voice as punishment by God?

As the TV cameras captured the moment, Dr. Wil-
kins opened his mouth to answer — and nothing came
out! No sound! Wilkins kept trying to clear his throat,

but he couldn't respond. Ankerberg and the other new
version scholars were visibly startled. Finally, an em-
barrassed and frightened Wilkins was able to screech
out in a cracking, almost inaudible manner, "I.. I've..
lost... my voice.”

A shocked John Ankerberg ordered the cameras to
stop and back up, whereupon Dr. Joseph Chambers, a
King James only advocate, politely protested. "The
cameras should record exactly what happened here,”
Chambers insisted.

But Ankerberg was hearing none of it. After a brief
delay, the TV cameras began to roll again, after the
amazing segment of Dr. Wilkins losing his voice had
conveniently been excised.

But our miraculous God wasn't through yet. Anker-
berg had taped eight programs in all, but after broad-
casting only two of them, he pulled the others off the
air and refused to continue the series. When we called
his office to ask why, we were pointedly told that it
was because the series was a financial flop. When the
first two of the eight programs aired, people did not
send in enough contributions. In other words, Anker-
berg claims that the series wasn’t making money!

I watched one of the two programs that did air, how-
ever, and [ believe there is another, quite
different reason why Ankerberg and the false new ver-
sion folks decided to pull the remainder. At
one point, the new version "scholars" were clearly
frustrated when Dr. Chambers asked them
why, an astounding 46 times in the NIV, the title of
"Master" for our Lord Jesus had been
changed to '"'teacher!" Obviously, there is a vast dif-
ference between one who is our Master and one who is
a mere teacher.

Such poignant episodes as this make me doubt Ank-
erberg's rationale as to why he quickly jerked the re-
maining programs from the broadcast schedule- If, as
he claims, Ankerberg pulled the series because he was-
n't bringing in enough money, what does that tell us
about his "ministry?" Is John Ankerberg in it only for
the money? Is filthy lucre the sole measure for the pro-
grams he airs — or doesn't air?

Note from the Editor: Pastor Reaves contacted Dr.
Joseph Chambers and he verified this incident did oc-
cur.
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THE REAL STORY OF KING JAMES 1

by Dr. Phil Stringer

WAS KING JAMES REALLY THE UNGODLY
MAN THAT HIS MODERN CRITICS PROCLAIM
HIM TO BE?

MISUNDERSTOOD CUSTOMS OF THE TIME

..King James's critics ask: isn't it true that King James
publicly kissed men on the cheek and called men affec-
tionate names like darling and sweetheart? Didn't men
routinely sleep at night in his bed? Didn't King James
often lean on male members of the royal household?
These allegations are true. Similar evidence is also used
by modem homosexual activists to assert that William
Shakespeare (a contemporary of King James) was a ho-
mosexual. But this is all a misreading of the customs of
the time.

...Assassination of royalty was a common event and it
was a customary thing for kings to have bodyguards
sleep in their bed. No one accuses the promiscuous,
womanizer, Henry VIII of being anything but a hetero-
sexual. Yet he routinely slept with bodyguards in the
royal bed. King James survived two kidnappings and
four violent attempts on his life. Such experiences did
nothing to cause King James to break with the normal
procedure of always keeping his bodyguards close at
hand. In sharing his bed with royal bodyguards, King
James was only following the normal practice of the
royalty of his time.

...Terms of affection like "sweetheart" and "darling"
were normal terms used between men in the seventeenth
century in England. In Psalm 22:20, God the Father calls
Christ the Son "My Darling." He does so again in Psalm
35:17. In the 1990's African-American women routinely
called each other "girlfriend." This is not a homosexual
term but a normal expression of the time. Anyone who
presents the use of terms like "sweetheart" and "darling"
as proof of homosexuality in seventeenth century Eng-
land is a very shallow historian (or has a very vulgar
mind). King James (or for that matter William Shake-
speare) does not deserve such treatment.

...Men kissing men as a form of greeting was a common
innocent custom in seventeenth century England Oust as
it is in twentieth century France).

...Erasmus wrote of the English: "Wherever you come,
you are received with a kiss by all; when you take your

"

leave, you are dismissed with kisses: you return, kisses
are repeated, They come to visit you, kisses again: they
leave you, you kiss them all round. Should they meet
you anywhere kisses in abundance: in fine, wherever
you move, there is nothing but kisses."

...Before evil minded men are quick to present this as
proof of homosexuality, perhaps they should remember
that this was also a common custom in Bible times:
"Greet ye one another with a holy kiss." 1 Corinthians
16:20 (see also Luke 7:45, Romans 16:16, 2 Corinthians
13:12, 1 Thessalonians 5:26:1 Peter 5:14, Acts 20:37).
...Because of the weakness of his legs James often
leaned on members of the royal staff as he was dealing
with official business. Such a position is not unusual for
a king (2 Kings 7:2,17). John leaned on Jesus (John
13:23, 21:20)- Homosexual activists toy to claim this as
proof of homosexuality on the part of Jesus but Bible
believers are quick to see through such foolishness,
(Titus 1:15)

...Anyone interested in the truth would be willing to un-
derstand King James's behavior in the light of the cus-
toms of the day.

WAS KING JAMES A SAVED MAN?

...James was around the preaching of the gospel and the
teaching of evangelical theology from his early child-
hood. His coronation sermon was delivered by Reforma-
tion leader John Knox. Puritan theologian George Bu-
chanan was one of James's early tutors and later dedi-
cated a doctrines textbook to him.

...Historian Robert Chambers described James's Biblical
knowledge this way, "He was deeply read in Scripture;
he could quote its texts with great facility; knew it even
with philological exactness." James wrote to a friend and
said, "Praying God that as you are regenerated and born
in him anew, so you may rise to him and be sanctified in
him forever." In his writings James often refers to salva-
tion as a free gift, salvation by faith and regeneration. He
refers to one day receiving "white garments washed in
the blood of the Lamb."

...In only one area does James ever seem to differ doctri-
nally with his Scottish Presbyterian tutors - the doctrine
of civil government

...James was trained by evangelical Christians, claimed
to be an evangelical Christian; wrote about evangelical

(The Real Story continued on page 6)
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upon the history of mankind. But if we accept the
authority of Christ we must accept the authority of the
Bible as a whole. He testifies definitely and specifically
to the Divine authorship of the whole Bible.

We find His testimony as to the Old Testament in
Mark 7:13. Here He calls the law of Moses the “Word
of God.” That, of course, covers only the first five
books of the Old Testament, but in Luke 24:27 we read,
“And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, He
expounded unto them in all the Scriptures the things
concerning Himself,” and in the forty-fourth verse He
said, “...All things must be fulfilled which were written
in the law of Moses and in the prophets and the
psalms...” The Jews, divided the Old Testament into
three parts—the Law, the Prophets, and the Psalms—and
Christ takes up each of these parts and sets the stamp of
His authority upon it. In John 10:35 Christ says, “...the
Scripture cannot be broken;” thereby teaching the
absolute accuracy and inviolability of the Old
Testament. More specifically still, if possible, in
Matt. 5:18, Jesus says, “...one jot or one tittle shall in
no wise pass from the law till all be fulfilled.” A jot is
the smallest letter in the Hebrew alphabet—less than half
the size of any other letter, and a tittle is the merest
point of a consonant-less than the cross we put on a
“t,”—and Christ here declares the the Scripture is
absolutely true, down to the smallest letter or point of a
letter. So if we accept the authority of Christ we must
accept the Divine authority of the entire Old Testament.

Now, as to the New Testament. We find Christ’s
endorsement of it in John 14:26, “..the Holy Ghost,
whom the Father will send in my name, He shall teach
you all things and bring all things to your remem-
brance, whatsoever I have said unto you.” Here we see
that not only was the teaching of the Apostles to be
fully inspired, but also their recollection of what Christ
Himself taught. We are sometimes asked how we know
that the Apostles correctly reported what Jesus said—
“may they not have forgotten?” True, they might forget,
but Christ Himself tells us that in the Gospels we have,
not the Apostles’ recollection of what He said, but the
Holy Ghost’s recollection, and the Spirit of God never
forgets. In John 16:13,14, Christ said that the Holy
Ghost should guide the Apostles into “all truth,”
therefore in the New Testament teaching we have the
whole sphere of God's truth. The teaching of the
Apostles is more complete than that of Jesus Himself,
for He says in John 16:12, “I have yet many things to
say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. Howbeit,
when He, the Spirit of truth is come, He will guide you
into all truth.” While His own teaching had been

partial, because of their weakness, the teaching of the
Apostles, under the promised Spirit, was to take in the
whole sphere of God’s truth.

So if we accept the authority of Christ we must accept
that of the whole Bible, but we must, as already seen,
accept Christ’s authority.

Second, on the Ground of Its Fulfilled Prophecies.

There are two classes of prophecies in the Bible—first,
the explicit, verbal prophecies, second, those of the
types.

In the first we have the definite prophecies concerning
the Jews, the heathen nations and the Messiah. Taking
the prophecies regarding the Messiah as an illustration,
look at Isaiah 53, Mic. 5:2, Dan. 9:25-27. Many others
might be mentioned, but these will serve as illustrations.
In these prophecies, written hundreds of years before the
Messiah came, we have the most explicit statements as
to the manner and place of His birth, the manner of His
reception by men, how His life would end, His resurrec-
tion and His victory succeeding His death. When made,
these prophecies were exceedingly improbable, and
seemingly impossible of fulfillment; but they were ful-
filled to the very minutest detail of manner and place
and time. How are we to account for it? Man could not
have foreseen these improbable events—they lay
hundreds of years ahead—but God could, and it is God
who speaks through these men.

But the prophecies of the types are more remarkable
still. Everything in the Old Testament-history, institu-
tions, ceremonies—is prophetical. The high-priesthood,
the ordinary priesthood, the Levites, the prophets, priests
and kings, are all prophecies. The tabernacle, the brazen
altar, the laver, the golden candlestick, the table of
shewbread, the veil, the altar of incense, the ark of the
covenant, the very coverings of the tabernacle, are
prophecies. In all these things, as we study them minute-
ly and soberly in the light of the history of Jesus Christ
and the church, we see, wrapped up in the ancient
institutions ordained of God to meet an immediate pur-
pose, prophecies of the death, atonement, and resurrec-
tion of Christ, the day of Pentecost, and the entire
history of the church. We see the most profound
Christian doctrines of the New Testament clearly
foreshadowed in these institutions of the Old Testament.
The only way in which you can appreciate this is to get
into the Book itself and study all about the sacrifices and
feasts, etc., till you see the truths of the New Testament
shining out in the Old. If, in studying some elementary
form of life, I find a rudimentary organ, useless now, but
by the process of development to become of use in that
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other literature put together—more power to lift men up
to God. A stream never rises higher than its source, and
a book that has a power to lift men up to God that no
other book has, must have come down from God in a
way that no other book has.

I have in mind as I write a man who was the most
complete victim of strong drink I ever knew; a man of
marvelous intellectual gifts, but who had been stupefied
and brutalized and demonized by the power of sin, and
he was an infidel. At last the light of God shone into his
darkened heart, and by the power of that book he has
been transformed into one of the humblest, sweetest,
noblest men I know today.

What other book would have done that? What other
book has the power to elevate not only individuals but
communities and nations that this book has?

Eight, on the Ground of the Inexhaustible
Depth of the Book.

Nothing has been added to it in eighteen hundred
years, yet a man like Bunsen, or Neander, cannot
exhaust it by the study of a lifetime. George Miiller read
it through more than one hundred times, and said it was
fresher every time he read it. Could that be true of any
other book?

But more wonderful than this—not only individual men
but generations of men for eighteen hundred years have
dug into it and given to the world thousands of volumes
devoted to its exposition, and they have not reached the
bottom of the quarry yet. A book that man produces man
can exhaust, but all men together have not been able to
get to the bottom of this book. How are you going to
account for it? Only in this way—that in this book are
hidden the infinite and inexhaustible treasures of the
wisdom and knowledge of God.

A brilliant Unitarian writer, in trying to disprove the
inspiration of the Bible, says: “How irreligious to charge
an infinite God with having written His whole Word in
so small a book.” He does not see how his argument can
be turned against himself. What a testimony it is to the
divinity of this book that such infinite wisdom is stored
away in so small a compass.

Ninth, on the Ground of the Fact that
as We Grow in Knowledge and Holiness
We Grow Toward the Bible.

Every thoughtful person when he starts out to study
the Bible finds many things with which he does not
agree, but as he goes on studying and growing in
likeness to God, the nearer he gets to God the nearer he

gets to the Bible. The nearer and nearer we get to God’s
standpoint the less and less becomes the disagreement
between us and the Bible. What is the inevitable mathe-
matical conclusion? When we get where God is, we and
the Bible will meet. In other words, the Bible was
written from God’s standpoint.

Suppose you are traveling through a forest under the
conduct of an experienced and highly recommended
guide. You come to a place where two roads diverge.
The guide says the road to the left is the one to take, but
your own judgment passing upon the facts before it sees
clear evidence that the road to the right is the one to
take. You turn and say to the guide,

“I know you have had large experience in this forest,
and you have come to me highly recommended, but my
own judgment tells me clearly that the road to the right
is the one we should take, and I must follow my own
judgment. I know my reason is not infallible, but it is the
best guide I have.”

But after you have followed that path for some dis-
tance you are obliged to stop, turn around and go back
and take the path which the guide said was the right one.

After a while you come to another place where two
roads diverge. Now the guide says the road to the right is
the one to take, but your judgment clearly says the one
to the left is the one to take, and again you follow your
own judgment with the same result as before.

After you had this experience forty or fifty times, and
found yourself wrong every time, I think you would
have sense enough the next time to follow the guide.

That is just my experience with the Bible. I received it
at first on the authority of others. Like almost all other
young men, my confidence became shaken, and I came
to the fork in the road more than forty times, and I
followed my own reason, and in the outcome found
myself wrong and the Bible right every time, and I trust
the from this time on I shall have sense enough to follow
the teachings of the Bible whatever my own judgment
may say.

Tenth, on the Ground of the Direct Testimony
of the Holy Spirit.

We began with God and shall end with God. We began
with the testimony of the second person of the Trinity,
and shall close with the that of the third person of the
Trinity.

The Holy Spirit sets His seal in the soul of every
believer to the Divine authority of the Bible. It is
possible to get to a place where we need no argument to

(10 Reasons Why continued on page 11)
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I JUusT BELIEVE THE BOOK

Preachers correct it; "Scholars" change it,
And, I take another look,

I just take it for what it says,

For I just believe the Book.

The Old King James will stand the test,
Through ages this has been true,

God has preserved His own pure Word,
And today the Old King James if for you.

You can believe every word in it,

No need to search nanny or crook,

Just get the Old King James off the shellf,
And, dear friend, believe the Book.

Don't let those other versions fool you,

Don't let yourself ever get hooked,

But take the Old King James as the Word of God
And just believe the Old Book.

As for me, I'll take what I've got,

No need elsewhere to look,

For I've settled on the Old King James,
And I just believe the Old Book.

Harvey D. Poole

(10 Reason Why continued from page 5)
given to the world than it met the hatred of men, and
they tried to stamp it out. Celsus tried it by the brilliancy
of his genius, Porphyry by the depth of his philosophy;
but they failed. Lucian directed against it the shafts of
his ridicule, Diocletian the power of the Roman empire;
but they failed. Edicts backed by all the power of the
empire were issued that every Bible should be burned,
and that everyone who had a Bible should be put to
death. For eighteen centuries every engine of destruction
that human science, philosophy, wit, reasoning or
brutality could bring to bear against a book has been
brought to bear against that book to stamp it out of the
world, but it has a mightier hold on the world today than
ever before.

If that were man’s book it would have been annihilated

and forgotten hundreds of years ago, but because there is
in it “the hiding of God’s power,” though at times all the
great men of the world have been against it, and only an
obscure remnant for it, still it has fulfilled wonderfully
the words of Christ.

Sixth, on the Ground of the Character of Those
Who Accept and of Those Who Reject the Book.

Two things speak for the divinity of the Bible—the
character of those who accept it, and equally, the char-
acter of those who reject it. I do not mean by this that
every man who professes to believe the book is better
than every man that does not, but show me a man living
an unselfish, devoted life, one who without reservation
has surrendered himself to do the will of God, and I will
show you a man who believes the Bible to be God’s
Word. On the other hand, show me a man who rejects
the Divine authority of that book, and I will show you a
man living a life of greed, or lust, or spiritual pride, or
self will.

Suppose you have a book purporting to be by a certain
author, and the people best acquainted with that author
say it is his, and the people least acquainted with him
say it is not; which will you believe? Now, the people
best acquainted with God say the Bible is His book;
those who are least acquainted with God say it is not.
Which will you believe?

Furthermore, as men grow better they are more likely
to accept the Bible, and as they grow worse they are
more likely to reject it. We have all known men who
were both sinful and unbelieving, who by forsaking their
sin lost their unbelief. Did any of us ever know a man
who was sinful and believing, who by forsaking his sin
lost his faith? The nearer men live to God the more
confident they are that the Bible is God’s Word; the
farther they get away from Him the more confident
they are that it is not.

Where is the stronghold of the Bible? In the pure,
unselfish, happy home. Where is the stronghold of
infidelity? The gambling hell, the drinking saloon and
the brothel. If a man should walk into a saloon and lay a
Bible down upon the bar, and order a drink, we should
think there was a strange incongruity in his actions, but
if he should lay any infidel writing upon the bar, and
order a drink, we would not feel that there was any
incongruity.

Seventh, on the Ground of the Influence of the Book.

There is more power in that little book to save men,
and purify, gladden and beautify their lives, than in all
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animal’s descendant, I say, back of this rudimentary
organ is God, who, in the earlier animal, is preparing for
the life and necessities of the animal that is to come. So,
going back to these preparations in the Bible for the
truth that is to be clearly taught at a later day, there is
only one scientific way to account for them, namely, He
who knows and prepares for the end from the beginning
is the author of that Book.

Third, on the Ground of the Unity of the Book.

This is an old argument, but a very satisfactory one.
The Bible consists of sixty-six books, written by more
than thirty different men, extending in the period of its
composition over more than fifteen hundred years; writ-
ten in three different languages, in many different coun-
tries, and by men on every plane of social life, from the
herdman and fisherman and cheap politician up to the
king upon his throne; written under all sorts of circum-
stances; yet in all this wonderful conglomeration we find
an absolute unity of thought.

A wonderful thing about it is that this unity does not
lie on the surface. On the surface there is oftentimes
apparent contradiction, and the unity only comes out
after deep and protracted study.

More wonderful yet is the organic character of this
unity, beginning in the first book and growing till you
come to its culmination in the last book of the Bible. We
have first the seed, then the plant, then the bud, then the
blossom, then the ripened fruit.

Suppose a vast building were to be erected, the stones
for which were brought from the quarries in Rutland,
Vermont; Berea, Ohio; Kasota, Minnesota, and Middle-
town, Connecticut. Each stone was hewn into final shape
in the quarry from which it was brought. These stones
were of all varieties of shape and size, cubical,
rectangular, cylindrical, etc., but when they were
brought together every stone fitted into its place, and
when put together there rose before you a temple
absolutely perfect in every outline, with its domes,
sidewalls, buttresses, arches, transepts—not a gap or a
flaw anywhere. How would you account for it? You
would say:

“Back of these individual workers in the quarries was
the master-mind of the architect who planned it all, and
gave to each individual worker his specifications for the
work.”

So in this marvelous temple of God’s truth which we
call the Bible, whose stones have been quarried at
periods of time and in places so remote from one anoth-
er, but where every smallest part fits each other part, we
are forced to say that back of the human hands that

wrought was the Master-mind that thought.

Fourth, on the Ground of the Immeasurable
Superiority of the Teachings of the Bible
to Those of Any Other and All Other Books.

It is quite fashionable in some quarters to compare the
teachings of the Bible with the teachings of Zoroaster,
and Buddha, and Confucius, and Epictetus, and
Socrates, and Marcus Aurelius Antoninus, and a number
of other heathen authors. The difference between the
teachings of the Bible and those of these men is found in
three points—

First, the Bible has in it nothing but truth, while all the
others have truth mixed with error. It is true Socrates
taught how a philosopher ought to die; he also taught
how a woman of the town ought to conduct her business.
Jewels there are in the teachings of these men, but (as
Joseph Cook once said) they are “jewels picked out of
the mud.”

Second, the Bible contains a/l truth. There is not a
truth to be found anywhere on moral or spiritual subjects
that you cannot find in substance within the covers of
that old Book. I have often, when speaking upon this
subject, asked anyone to bring me a single truth on
moral or spiritual subjects, which, upon reflection, I
could not find within the covers of this book, and no one
has ever been able to do it. I have taken pains to
compare some of the better teachings of infidels with
those of the Bible. They indeed have jewels of thought,
but they are, whether they knew it or not, stolen jewels,
and stolen from the very book they ridicule.

The third point of superiority is this: the Bible contains
more truth than all other books together. Get together
from all literature of ancient and modern times all the
beautiful thoughts you can; put away all the rubbish; put
all these truths that you have culled from the literature of
all ages into one book, and as the result, even then you
will not have a book that will take the place of this one
book.

This is not a large book. I hold in my hand a copy that
I carry in my vest pocket, and yet in this one little book
there is more of truth than in all the books which man
has produced in all the ages of his history. How will you
account for it? There is only one rational way. This is
not man’s book, but God’s book.

Fifth, on the Ground of the History of the Book,
Its Victory Over Attack.

This book has always been hated. No sooner was it

(10 Reasons Why continued on page 8)
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(The Real Story continued from page 3)

doctrine and was accepted as a saved man by the born
again Christians of his time. Nothing documented in his
life gives anyone reason to question his salvation. In fact
the real King James showed an interest in morality and
holiness that is almost unique among the royalty of the
period. James wrote "Holiness being the first and most
requisite quality of a Christian (as proceeding from true
fear and knowledge of God)."

... There is no legitimate reason to question James's sal-
vation. The real King James was a professing Christian
with a good testimony.

KING JAMES'S ROLE IN SPONSORING THE
KING JAMES TRANSLATION

...From January 14-18, 1604 A.D., the leaders of the
Church of England met at Hampton Court in London.

eyes." Now a born again English king was sponsoring an
English Bible, produced openly on English soil for Eng-
lish churches and English Christians.

...King James appointed 54 learned men to make "one
more exact translation of the Bible." Later others would
be invited to join them. King James encouraged finances
to this project and set the example by agreeing to under-
write the salary of several of the translators himself.
...Even though the official name for this translation
would be the Authorized Version, it was soon known as
the King James Bible. It was uniquely made possible
and promoted by the King of England - King James.
Laymen now had no fear of owning their own Bible - it
was sponsored by the King for them.

THE LITERARY ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND
SCHOLARSHIP OF KING JAMES

This meeting was called by King James. The Church of ...King James was fluent in Greek, Latin and French. He

England was divided into three main factions. The An-
glo-Catholic faction wanted to keep all the trappings and
much of the doctrine of Roman Catholicism without
acknowledging the authority of the Pope. The Protestant
faction wanted the church of England to be the state
Protestant Church like the Lutheran in Germany and the
Reformed Church in Switzerland:

... The Puritans were the most thoroughly evangelical and
Biblically oriented of the three groups. They wanted a

wrote a number of books and pamphlets on a wide vari-
ety of subjects. In his book Great Britain's Solomon
Maurice Lee, Jr. wrote: "It would be difficult to imagine
a more absorbing companion than this intelligent,
learned, witty Scot, an author who wrote on subjects as
diverse as theology, tobacco, witchcraft and the theory
and practice of kingship and who was a poet to boot.
And a king - a king almost from birth in his native Scot-
land, for forty of his forty-nine years and of England and

complete break with Catholicism and a greater degree of Ireland for twenty-two. And be it said at once a success-

independence for local churches.

...The three factions were at considerable odds with each
other. King James attempted to moderate between the
different factions. John Rainolds, representing the Puri-
tans, made a formal request that King James sponsor a
new English translation. The Bishop of London opposed
this suggestion but John Rainolds eventually persuaded
King James to give his blessing! Because of this Rai-
nolds is remembered as the Father of the King James
Bible.

...King James became the first earthly monarch to suc-
cessfully sponsor and encourage the distribution of the
entire Word of God in the daily language of his people.
(King Alfred had made an attempt to get part of the
Scripture into the language of the people of England
centuries earlier).

...William Tyndale, the Father of the English Bible, had
been used of God to bring an early translation of the
Bible in English to the English people. For this crime he
was declared to be a heretic and was burned at the stake.
His last words were "Lord, open the King of England's

ful king."

...King James did his own private translation of Psalms.
He also wrote a commentary on the book of Revelation
and a series of devotionals on the Lord's Prayer.
...Tobacco use began in England during the time of King
James. Tobacco was being introduced from England's
new American colonies. King James wrote a small book
about tobacco and condemned both the smoking and
chewing of tobacco as a disgusting habit. He wrote that
"...a smoker and a non-smoker cannot be equally free in
the same room."

...James wrote a book entitled Demonology. This book
enraged the witches of England because it attributed
their supernatural powers to demon possession. They
swore their eternal hatred of James.

...James wrote often about moral matters including ho-
mosexuality. There is absolutely nothing in his writings
to give evidence to the moral charges against King
James and there is much to refute them.

...King James wrote more books than any royal monarch
of any nation. As a result he is the most often quoted
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royal monarch of all time.
...The real King James was a respected scholar and an
influential author.

KING JAMES POLITICAL
ACCOMPLISHMENTS

..King James was the first British monarch to bear the
title ""sacred majesty."

...King James united Scotland, England, Wales and Ire-
land under one royal throne. This created the United
Kingdom. How different the world might have been if
the United Kingdom had not had the strength to resist
first the German fascists and then the Russian commu-
nists in the twentieth century.

... The leadership of King James was essential in planting
an enduring English presence in the Western Hemi-
sphere. These humble beginnings would lead to the
foundation of the United States of America. Again, how
different the world would have been in the twentieth
century had the United States not been Great Britain's
indispensable partner in resisting both fascism and com-
munism in the twentieth century.

...Certainly all the credit cannot be given to King James
for the strength and development of the United Kingdom
and the United States but he played an important and
positive role in the history of each.

...One of James's contemporaries described his rule this
way: "... for he lived in peace, died in peace and left all
his kingdoms in a peaceable condition."

...James is also credited with ending torture as a part of
the English legal system. He also replaced burning at the
stake as a means of execution.

...When James became King it was a common thing for
Baptists (among others) to be executed by the state for
being religious nonconformists. This continued through
the early years of the reign of King James but he put an
end to this policy in 1612. He wrote, "I will never allow
in my conscience that the blood of any man shall be
shed for diversity of opinions in religion."

...The peace and prosperity enjoyed by England during
James's rule would be a credit to any civil ruler. Upon
his death in 1625 James was compared (in his funeral
sermon) to King Solomon.

..."King Solomon is said to be Brigentus Corm Matre
Sua, the only son of his mother, Proverbs 4:3. So was
King James. Solomon had a complexion white and
ruddy, Song of Solomon 5:10. So was King James.
Solomon was an infant king, Pver Parvulus, a little
child, 1 Chronicles 22:5 - So was King James, a King at
the age of 13 months. Solomon began his reign in the
life of his predecessor, 1 Kings 1:32, so by the force and

compulsion of the state (Scotland) did our late sovereign
King James. Solomon was twice crowned and anointed a
King. 1 Chronicles 29:22—so was King James. Solo-
mon's minority was rough, through the quarrels of the
former sovereign; so was that of King James. Solomon
learned above all the princes of the East, 1 Kings 4:20.
So was King James above all the princes of the universal
world. Solomon was a writer in prose and verse, 1 Kings
4:32—so0 in a very pure and exquisite manner was our
sweet sovereign King James. Solomon was the greatest
patron we ever read to church and churchman and yet no
greater (let the house of Aaron now confess then King
James). Solomon was honored with ambassadors from
all Kings of the earth, 1 Kings 4 - And so you know was
King James... Solomon died in peace, when he had lived
about 60 years and so you know did King James."

..Sir Fernando Gorges one of the founders of James-
town, also compared James to Solomon.

..."This great monarch gloriously ascending his throne
(1603) being born to greatness above his ancestors to
whom all submitted as to another Solomon for wisdom
and justice."

KING JAMES - UNJUSTLY ACCUSED

...Almost half of the information in this monograph
comes from one source - the book King James the VI Of
Scotland and The I of England Unjustly Accussed. This
book was written by Stephen Coston Sr. and published
in 1996. It is 392 pages in length. This book does a mas-
terful job of refuting the moral accusations against King
James. Coston's work is unanswerable.

CONCLUSION

...King James spoke eloquently of the role of the King as
a moral example: "But it is not enough to be a good
king, by the thralldom of good laws will execute to gov-
ern his people, if he joins not therewith his virtuous life
in his own person and in the person of his court and
company by his good example alluring his subjects to
the love of virtue and hatred of vice..."

..King James believed his servant John Gibb had lost
some important papers. In his anger he kicked him.
Later he found out that Gibb had not lost them. In a dis-
play of humility, almost unheard of for a royal monarch,
he knelt before Gibb and begged his forgiveness.

...As historian Steven Coston Sr. says "James was, no
matter what tales some may tell, a virtuous man of good
intentions, who did the best he could as God gave him
strength." O
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